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RECOMMENDED READING – a selection 
 
Artmakers’ mural WHEN WOMEN PURSUE JUSTICE celebrates 90 women who have led or participated in 
movements for social change in the United States over the past 150 years. Native and foreign-born, Native 
American, and women of color, these women often risked life and liberty to achieve voting rights, civil rights 
and racial justice, health and reproductive rights, gay rights, immigrant rights, environmental justice and 
protection, and workplace/arts access and equality.  When Women Pursue Justice honors 14 twentieth-century 
movement leaders (including Shirley Chisholm to whose memory the mural is dedicated), an additional 67 
activists and 9 ancestors, nineteenth-century women who inspired twentieth-century activism. 
 
The CENTRAL LIBRARY YOUTH WING has an outstanding collection of young readers books about many of the 
women in the mural.  They are available on a special book cart for the duration of this exhibition (Feb 1 - Mar 26).  
 
Artmakers is preparing a 48-page illustrated booklet with short biographies of the 90 women in the mural and  
a viewing guide.  It will be available in late March.  It costs $5 plus $2 shipping and handling, and can be ordered 
by mail.  An order form for the booklet can be found on page 3.  Note: Bulk rates are available to educators. 
 
SINGLE SUBJECT BOOKS  
 

ANCESTORS 
 
Elizabeth Blackwell: Physician, Jordan Brown, Chelsea House Publishers, 1989 
 
Elizabeth Blackwell: The First Woman Doctor, Ira Peck, The Millbrook Press, 2000 
 
Mother Jones: One Woman’s Fight for Labor, Betsy Harvey Kraft, Clarion Books, 1995 
 
Mother Jones: The March of the Mill Children, Penny Colman, The Millbrook Press, 1994 
 
Lucretia Mott, Gina DeAngelis, Chelsea House Publishers, 2001 
  
You Want to Vote, Lizzie (Elizabeth Cady) Stanton?, Jean Fritz, B. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1995  
 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Pamela Loos, Chelsea House Publishers, 2001 
 
Sojourner Truth: Abolitionist and Women’s Rights Activist, Catherine Bernard, Enslow Publishers, Inc., 2001 
 
Wanted Dead or Alive: The True Story of Harriet Tubman, Ann McGovern, Scholastic Inc., 1965 
 
A Woman for President: The Story of Victoria Woodhull, Kathleen Krull, Walker & Company, 2004 
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MOVEMENT LEADERS 
 
Emma Goldman, David Waldstreicher, Chelsea House Publishers, 1990  
 
Fannie Lou Hamer: From Sharecropping to Politics, David Rubel, Silver Burdett Press, 1990 
 
Dolores Huerta, Rebecca Thatcher Murcia, Mitchell Lane Publishers, 2003 
 
Wilma Mankiller: Principal Chief of the Cherokees, Melissa Schwarz, Chelsea House Publishers, 1994 
 
Gloria Steinem: Feminist Extraordinaire, Caroline Lazo, Lerner Publications Company, 1998 
 
 
 
 
ACTIVISTS 
 
Jane Addams: Nobel Prize Winner and Founder of Hull House, Bonnie Carman Harvey, Enslow Publishers, 1999 
 
Joan Baez, Jedda Garza, Chelsea House Publishers, 1991 
 
Ella Baker: A Leader Behind the Scenes, Shyrlee Dallard, Silver Burdett Press, 1990 
 
Mary McCloud Bethune, Malu Halasa, Chelsea House Publishers, 1989 
 
The Daring Nellie Bly: America’s Star Reporter, Bonnie Christensen, Alfred A. Knopf, 2003 
 
Rachel Carson: Biologist and Author, Marty Jezer, Chelsea House Publishers, 1988 
 
Marian Wright Edelman: Children’s Champion, Joann J. Burch, The Millbrook Press, 1994 
   
Barbara Jordan: Politician, Rose Blue and Corinne Naden, Chelsea House Publishers, 1992 
 
Barbara Jordan: Getting Things Done, James Mendelsohn, Twenty-First Century Books, 2000 
 
Billie Jean King: Tennis Trailblazer, Joanne Lannin, Lerner Publications Company, 1999 
 
Rosa Parks: My Story, Rosa Parks, Puffin Books, 1992 
 
A Picture Book of Rosa Parks, David Adler, Holiday House, 1993 
 
The Year They Walked: Rosa Parks and the Montgomery Bus Boycott, Beatrice Siegel, Simon & Schuster, 1992 
 
Talking to Faith Ringgold, Faith Ringgold, Linda Freeman & Nancy Roucher, Crown Publishers, Inc., 1996 
 
Faith Ringgold, Robyn Montana Turner, Little, Brown and Company, 1993 
 
Eleanor Roosevelt: Diplomat and Humanitarian, Rachel Toor, Chelsea House Publishers, 1989 
 
Betty Shabazz: A Sisterfriends’ Tribute in Words and Pictures, edited by Jamie Foster Brown, Simon & 
Shuster, 1998  
 
Madam C. J. Walker: Entrpreneur, A’Lelia Perry Bundles, Chelsea House Publishers, 1991 
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COLLECTED BIOGRAPHIES & NON-FICTION TITLES 
Underlined women are those for whom there are no Single Subject Books in the Library’s Youth Wing collection.   
 
Amelia to Zora: Twenty-Six Women Who Changed the World, Cynthia Chin-lee, Charlesbridge, 2005 
(Rachel Carson, Dolores Huerta, Wilma Mankiller, Eleanor Roosevelt) 
 
Failure is Impossible: The History of American Women’s Rights, Martha E. Kendall, Lerner Publications, 2001 
 
Is There A Woman in the House…or Senate?, Bryna J. Fireside, Albert Whitman & Co., 1994    
Movement Leader: Shirley Chisholm    Activists:  Bella Abzug, Jeannette Rankin    (Also Barbara Jordan) 
 
Let It Shine: Stories of Black Women Freedom Fighters, Andrea Davis Pinkney, Harcourt Inc., 2000 
Movement Leader: Shirley Chisholm 
(Also Mary McCloud Bethune, Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa Parks, Sojourner Truth and Harriet Tubman) 
 
Remember the Ladies: The First Women’s Rights Convention, Norma Johnston, Scholastic Inc., 1995 
 
Scholastic Encyclopedia of Women in the United States, Sheila Keenan, Scholastic Inc., 1996 
Movement Leaders: Shirley Chisholm, Angela Davis, Betty Friedan, Alice Paul, Margaret Sanger,  
Activists: Bella Abzug, Harriot Stanton Blatch, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, Anita Hill, Dr. Mathilde Krim,  
               Maggie Kuhn, Martina Navratilova, Jeannette Rankin, Augusta Savage  
Covering the period from the 1500s through today, this book also includes many mural women represented by 
Single Subject Books – too many to list here. 
 
Women of Hope: African Americans Who Made A Difference, Joyce Hansen, Scholastic Press, 1998 
Activist: Ruby Dee    (Also Ella Baker, Fannie Lou Hamer, Marian Wright Edelman 

 
TURN OVER FOR ADDITIONAL BOOKS NOT IN THE CENTRAL LIBRARY YOUTH WING COLLECTION. 

 
=========================================== 

 
Established in 1983, ARTMAKERS INC. is an artist-run, politically oriented community mural organization that  
creates high quality public art relevant to the lives and work, needs and goals, of people in their neighborhoods. 
 
Information:  718.783.6082  •  ArtmakersNYC@aol.com  •  www.artmakersnyc.org 
 
Note: Bulk rates are available to educators.  Call for more info. 

 
__ Yes!  Please send me the 48-page booklet about Artmakers mural When Women Pursue Justice. 
 
              # Copies _______ @ $7 ($5 plus $2 postage & handling)    Amount enclosed:  $ ________  
    
 Make checks payable to: Janet Braun-Reinitz 
 
Send check to:  Artmakers Inc., c/o Janet Braun-Reinitz, 372 DeKalb Avenue, #4A, Brooklyn, NY, 11205 
 
name  _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
mailing address  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
city / state / zip  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
phone  ( __    )_______________________    e-mail  ____________________________________ 
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 ADDITIONAL BOOKS - not in the Central Library Youth Wing collection 
Underlined women are those for whom there are no Single Subject Books in the Library’s Youth Wing collection.   
 
Movement Leader.  Shirley Chisholm: Teacher and Congresswoman, Catherine Scheader, Enslow, 1990 
 
Movement Leader: Clara Lemlich 
We Shall Not Be Moved: The Women's Factory Strike of 1909, Joan Dash, Scholastic, 1996  
 
Movement Leader.  Warrior Poet: A Biography of Audre Lorde,  Alexis DeVeaux, W. W. Norton & Co., 2001 
                                       Zami: A New Spelling of My Name, Audre Lorde, Crossing Press, 1983  
 
Movement Leader.  The Importance of Margaret Sanger, Deborah Bachrach, Lucent Books, 1993  
 
Ancestor: Lucy Gonzalez Parsons.  Haymarket, Martin Duberman, Seven Stories Press, 2005  
 
Book of Black Heroes: (80) Great Women in the Struggle, edited by Toyomi Igus, Just Us Books, 1991 
 
The Day the Women Got the Vote: A Photo History of the Women's Rights Movement, George Sullivan, 
Scholastic Inc., 1994  
 
Inspirations: Stories About Women Artists,  Leslie Sills, Albert Whitman and Co., 1989 
Activist: Alice Neel    (Also Faith Ringgold)  
 
They Shall Be Heard: Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Kate Connell, Steck-Vaughn, 1993  


